What is a canal boat?
There was a time in our history that travel on riverways and canals was a very important mode of transportation!  These boats carried people, food, and building tools to places they could not easily reach over land. 

In the 1830’s and 40’s, people in Indiana used canal boat to visit friends or conduct business. Canal boats also carried crops for farmers to places where they could be traded or sold.


Lagro and Wabash were cities in Wabash County that the canal came through. That meant there were always many travelers, visitors, and business people stopping in these towns. Soon, a new technology, the railroad, came along and replaced many of the canal routes with an even faster kind of transportation.


Canal boats used a horse, donkey, or mule to help pull the canal boat along the way. These animals had people to help them keep moving along the towpath. The people who worked with the canal boat donkeys were called “hoggies,” and they were usually young boys. 


It took a long time to travel by canal boat, but it was easier than walking, especially for people who were very young, or very old.
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Canal boats did not make very many trips in the winter time . . . can you guess why?
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Now, with the right, or rear
gates closed, holding back the water
on the right, the sluice gate on the lock
gate at the {ront of the boat is opened,
allowing the water to
flow out of the lock — and
allowing the boat to drop
down 10 a lower level. a

When the water in
the lock has reached the
lower level, the gates on the
left are opened and the boat is pulled
through. resuming travel on that level to
the next lock. If the boat were traveling in
the apposite direction {to a higher level) the
process would be reversed.
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