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FRANCES SLOCUM   
  “White Rose” of the Miami
    Long ago, before George Washington was president, 
                         there was a little girl with bright red hair and a crooked 
                        finger. Her name was Frances Slocum. Her father, mother,   

                        and eight brothers and sisters were peaceful Quakers who  

          settled in a new town called Wilkes-Barre, PA. After the battle
 of Wyoming, Delaware Indians attacked the Slocum cabin.
 They captured little Frances, crossed the Susquehanna River,
 and hid in the words under a large rock. Her family and 
  neighbors looked and looked, but couldn’t find Frances. The 
Slocums prayed that God would look after Frances until they could                

                       find her.





   Frances was adopted by the Delaware chief and his

     wife, who thought Frances’ bright red hair was beautiful. 

        They traveled west through the woods, over 
mountains and rivers to Wabash County.  Her name was changed to   

Maconaquah (Mah-koh-nah-qua), which means Little Bear. She 
married an Indian brave and had four children. She became 
a respected and wealthy leader of the tribe, with a house, 
chickens, ponies, and cows. 


It was now almost 60 years since Little Bear had been 
                                    little Frances with bright red hair and a 
                                    crooked finger. She wanted to tell her story. When a 
                                    white trader stopped at her cabin, she told him all she                     

                                   could remember about her childhood. The man wrote   

                                   down the story, and sent it to a newspaper in  

                                   Pennsylvania. The Slocum family had never 

                                       stopped searching for Frances. Could this newspaper story be about her? Frances’ brothers Joseph and Isaac and her sister Mary traveled west through the woods, over mountains and rivers to Indiana. When they met Maconaquah, they looked at her hand. There was the crooked finger! 
At last, they had found their lost sister!
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ome tribes used a “talking
feather” during storytelling
or discussions. A decorated
feather was passed around the
circle, and whoever held it was
the only one allowed to speak.
This prevented interruptions
and gave people as much time
as they needed to say what
was on their mind.
Make your own talking feather
to use for family meetings or in
your club or classroom.

Native Wisdom Native
American people believe
strongly in giving people the
chance to make up their own
minds or express themselves
without being told what to do.
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MATERIALS

1 large turkey feather
(buy at a craft supply store if
you can't find cne)
Beads
Thin piece of leather bootlace
or Ya-inch ribbon
Glue

Wrap the feather with the
lacing or ribbon. Glue the
ends in place to hold it. Tie on
another piece of ribbon. String
beads on the ends of the rib-
bon and knot the ends so that
they don’t fail off.
You can decorate your feather
any way you choose, even col-
oring it with marking pens if

you like.






ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS USING THE “TALKING FEATHER”.


Students should raise their hand to answer questions, and the teacher will give them the “talking feather.” The student can then pass the feather to a student who wants to answer the next question or respond to the Frances Slocum story. REMEMBER: Only the person that is holding the “talking feather” may speak.


	


•From where was Frances Slocum kidnapped?


	•How many years was she separated from her family before being reunited?


	•How did her family find out where she was?


	•Why do you think she stayed with her new family?


	•What kind of animals did Frances have?


	•How many children did she have?








