Treaty of Paradise Spring 1826
The 1826 Treaty of Paradise Spring opened over 500,000 acres of land north of the Wabash River to settlement. At the present site of the City of Wabash in 1826, Miami and Potawatomi Indians ceded their rights to the land north of the Wabash River to the United States at the Treaty of Paradise Springs, and the way was opened for the Government to grant land for the Wabash and Erie Canal the following year. 

Men who were instrumental in implementing the Treaty were James B. Ray, Governor of Indiana, Lewis Cass, Governor of Michigan and Captain John Tipton. These men were appointed Commissioners to represent the U.S. Government. Captain Tipton was assigned the task of locating a site for the meeting.

The Paradise Springs site was chosen, as it was centrally located with a plentiful spring and enough open land to construct the Treaty Camp. The meeting lasted for approximately two weeks. 

Samuel McClure arrived from Ohio to the Paradise Spring Treaty grounds in January 1827 and built a cabin three miles west near the north bank of the Wabash River. Construction of the Wabash and Erie Canal began at Fort Wayne in 1832. Large numbers of Irish laborers were brought in. Its length of 459 miles, extended from Lake Erie, was finally completed to the Ohio River in 1853. Not only was the Wabash and Erie Canal destined to become the longest canal ever constructed in America, but it also proved to be a wonderful impetus to the development of the west. 

The Wabash and Erie Canal was completed across Wabash County in 1837 and on to as far west as Peru that year.
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