What Are These ‘Fur’?
When Native Americans hunted, they didn’t waste a thing.  They would find uses for nearly the entire animal! They would eat the meat, even the parts that we might throw away. They used the skin and fur for clothing and shelter. If the animal had horns, they would be boiled for glue or sharpened for spear and arrow points or needles.  The bones would be used for making jewelry and embellishments, in addition to much needed tools.  When Europeans settled the Americas, they would trade beads and metal goods to the Native Americans in exchange for the furs.    
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____ This is the largest of the skins in the museum. The skin would have been used for clothing or shelter. The horns from this animal could be used for making weapons and tools. 
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____ The Miami Indians would have used this pelt for making leggings or a turban. The animal it comes from is known for being smelly. The black and white would have been very fashionable! 

____ Native Americans would have used the bushy tail of this animal to hang from their caps. This animal makes a barking noise, much like a dog. 

____ The furs from this animal were used for babies to sleep on, and the skin was used to make the tops of drums. This animal has long claws and a small stripe on its head. 
____ This fur is extremely soft. The animal it comes from is known for building dams. It was valued very highly, especially by the Europeans who traded for them. Hats made of this fur, in different styles, were very popular. 
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